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Cyprus, Libya, Morocco, Tripoli, Tunis, Egypt, and a
mass of other places were finally dealt with.
Out of the vast muddle of the old Empire one by one
all the nations of the Near East had struggled free and
taken up their own individual existence. The last to
struggle free and demand recognition was the Turk.
Lausanne recognized the New Turkey, a sovereign
independent state with its destinies in its own hands.
From the Maritza river, with an enclave to cover
Adrianople, across Eastern Thrace to Constantinople
and then the whole of Anatolia was to be the extent of
Turkey.
The Turks had forced their recognition, at the point
of the bayonet, on the unwilling Allies. The controls,
the capitulations, the financial restrictions and the special
rights of various nations were destroyed.
The treaty was no artificial or theoretical document.
It legalized and stabilized already existing facts. As
such it had firm foundations. The Great Powers had
buttressed up, and had wish to buttress up again, the
rotten Ottoman Empire. Now it was gone, and the
world was free of its complications that for a century
had weighed as heavily on it as an incubus.
In its place were groups of new nations, each untried,
inexperienced and facing new problems. Some had
been created artificially with European assistance.
Among them all the Turks alone had decided on and
fought out their own destiny. In the face of fearsome
odds they had cast away the corruption of their fathers
and forced their recognition on an unwilling world.